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By Julie Johansson, Substitute Committee Chair 
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     Substitute Teachers Meeting                           ����������
     Monday, February 5th         	��
��
�	��������� �� �������������������������������������������������������������
     Attwell Building              ����
����
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     4:10 p.m.                          ��������������������� �!�

Happy New Year!  I hope all of you had a wonderful and relaxing holiday.  We can now embrace 
the New Year with vigor and excitement.  Hopefully, we have been personally energized and in 
the days ahead we will be professionally energized with our yearly convention coming up in the 
latter part of February.  
 
My desire is to see many substitute teachers attend the upcoming convention.  This year a fee was 
implemented but in support of the substitutes, the Local is picking up the tab by paying the $5.00 
entrance fee in the form of a booklet.  This booklet will be our ticket to attend Teachers’ 
Convention.  Next year, with your help, it is my wish to see workshops and courses especially 
geared towards the needs and desires of the substitutes in this district.  
 
I would like to thank all the substitute teachers for their support in the last four months.  It has 
been a pleasure to serve you.  The next few months will be critical months with negotiations 
around the corner.  Bev, Tim, Sharon and myself will do our very best to represent you, relay your 
concerns and your challenges. Help us help you make positive changes! 
 
I hope your substitute teaching experiences will be positive and rewarding in the second half of 
the school year with many working days ahead! 
 



       
     
 
 
 
 

Convention booklets are now available 
at the ATA office.  Subs, you must come 
to the office and sign for your booklets. 
This is your ticket to Teacher 
Convention. We would like to thank the 
Local for assisting in paying for the cost 
of $5.00 per book.    
 
EPC 
 
Economic Policy Committee meeting 
was held in January.  Derek Resler, 
Chair of the EPC Committee invited me 
to attend.  Tim Vander Beek was also in 
attendance.  He sits on that committee 
representing the substitute teachers. 
I gave a presentation of concerns that the 
substitute teachers have.  E-mail was a 
main concern due to the issue of CPP.  
Contributions were not paid according to 
paperwork and some teachers in the 
district were affected. I believe mainly 
those retiring.  Derek asked me if there 
were any subs directly affected by this.  
After sending out an email, no one 
responded with concerns.  Yet this 
brought up a very important issue for us 
– email.  Email with updated 
information with regards to this issue 
was posted for district employees such 
as administration, contracted teachers, 
support staff and caretakers.  The only 
group of employees who did not receive 
this email was the substitute teachers.  
This was a concern.  I requested at this 
meeting for one e-mail address for the 
Substitute Committee Chair with the 
same district information as the other 

groups of employees with the idea that 
district information will be sent out 
through the list server to the addresses of 
substitute teachers who have provided an 
email address.  We hope this will be 
approved.  Subs are a unique group of 
teachers.  This incident proved how vital 
it was to have district information.  We 
are paid employees and should have 
access to email regarding salary and 
contributions that may have an impact 
us. 
 
Salaries, preps, and the letter addressed 
to Tim Rollingson with regards to 
postings were also addressed.  The letter 
was revised and will be re-read and 
approved at this month’s meeting.  
Derek will be attending our meeting and 
we will pass it along to him. 
 
 
Spirit 51 
 
I am encouraging all subs to participate 
in district activities such as the social 
function coming up called “Spirit 51”.  
There is a fee of $10.00 as there would 
be for other social functions although 
this is a good opportunity to get 
acquainted or re-acquainted with staff 
and collegues in the district. 
 
ATA Website – Substitute Teachers 
 
If you have not read the monograph 
about substitute teachers on the ATA 
website, you should!  It is found under 



the heading Substitute Teachers.  At the 
bottom of the page, you will see a 
subsequent heading entitled “Substitute 
Teachers (Professional Replacements): 
Integration into the School System.” 
It explores many topics of interest for 
the substitute teacher.  
 

 
 
The Executive Council visited several 
schools over the course of three months. 
Recently we attended Ecole Agnes 
Davidson School, familiar ground for 
me.  I always enjoy visiting with my 
friends I work with and for, for 
approximately fifteen years. Better yet, I 
get to speak a little French! Oui, Oui, 
mon ami!  On the last day of January, we 
also visited with the Galbraith 
Elementary staff who strolled around in 
their PJ’s ‘cause it was pajama day! Fun! 
I had a wonderful time chatting a storm 
with my former PS1 supervisor as well 
as my son’s former English teacher. I 
guess you could say I walked down 
memory lane. 
 
Tom Spackman, Vice Chair, can wing it! 
He cooks the wings and they are superb. 
As part of the Executive Council 
representing the subs, I would like to 
thank Tom for his effort.  This activity is 
definitely done in good taste! 
 
 
 
 

  
 
            SWATCA             
       http://swatca.horizon.ab.ca 
 
            Quebec Carnival 
        www.carnival.qc.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 

South Western Alberta Teachers' Convention 
Association 108th Annual Convention                              
will be held on Feb.22/23, 2007. The theme is 
“ Journey's in Education.” Our Opening 
Keynote Speaker is Dr. Martin Brokenleg. 
The closing keynote speaker is Bill Gordon.                                        

  
 
   ATA OFFICE 
 
 office@ataleth.org (our e-mail) 
 www.ataleth.org (our website) 
 www.teachers.ab.ca (ATA) 
  

Need to contact the Substitute 
Committee Chair 
Juliejohansson79@hotmail.com 
 

����������	�
������������	�
������������	�
������������	�
��� ���
 
 

 
75% of men buy flowers for 
Valentine’s Day! Approximately 
110 million roses will be bought 
during Valentine’s. 

 
 
 
 

Websites 



 
 
 
 
 
     
    
 

 
 
 

     Which continent produces the 
most chocolate? 
 

1.Africa 
2.Europe 
3.North America 
4.South America  

 
 
 
Trinitario is for any tri-color for 
chocolate bar, cake or dessert. 
 

True or False? 
 
 
Chocolate is as good for you as a 
glass of wine? 
 
  True or False? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mozart loved chocolate so much he 
wrote an opera about it. 
 
 True or false? 
 
How much of the cocoa bean is cocoa 
butter? 
 

1. 10% 
2. 25% 
3. 54% 
4. 99% 

 
In Alfred Hitchcock’s movie “Psycho”, 
they used chocoloate syrup for blood. 
 
 True or False? 
 
 
 
 
 

 


